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12 Field Regiment (Vietnam) Association
INFORMATION BULLETIN No. 35 - 5/6/15
1. Correction:

Last issue, I welcomed Max Murray as a new member of the Association. Max tells me that I had unilaterally
promoted him by saying he was a WO2 while he served in Vietnam. Being such a modest bloke, Murray wants
the record corrected to show he was actually a Bombardier while in Vietnam, and the WO2 rank came later in
his career.
,GRQ¶WNQRZ«««\DJLYHDEORNHDSURPRWLRQDQGK
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. Just kidding ±my apologies, Max.

2. Survey of Vets Regarding Hearing Loss:
Flood is drawing the attention of our Queensland members to a survey being conducted about hearing loss
among Vets. The first two Attachments to this Bulletin give the details in case any member wants to participate.

3. Changes to Great Southern Railway Offers:
President Flood also wants our train-travelling members to be aware of recent changes to the benefits funded by
the government to Vietnam Vets and their Carers. Please note the following from the TPI Association via the
Victorian VVAA.
Advice has been received through the TPI Association that Great Southern Rail is in the process of being sold by its UK
based owners, Serco Group plc, to Australian owned Allegro Funds. The business of Great Southern Rail will continue to
be developed with the change of ownership and specifically, no change to the entitlements of concession holders,
  ǯǡlt from the change in ownership
Also of note is the statement in the 2014 Federal Budget announcing that the funding for concessions on Great Southern
Rail journeys will cease from 1 July 2016. This impact of the cessation of this concession beyond that date is still being
assessed. All relevant stakeholders will be advised of the outcome once the impact for concession holders has been
determined.
The TPI Association have further advised that this issue will be discussed at its next Committee meeting Ȃ more to
follow! Hint - those planning to travel via Great Southern Rail to either Perth or Darwin may well need to do so before
1st July 2016. Peter Bright, Secretary VVAA Victorian Branch

4. WW1 Poems:
Beery has sent us a poem called Fromelles regarding the Australians in WW1 which he thought might be of
interest to members. It is attached to this Bulletin and makes poignant readLQJ«««
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5. Ingleburn RSL Coral/Balmoral Service:
Once again, this event was of a very high standard and was well attended by our members. The following are
reports from Cossie, and Chris Coape-Smith. A photo taken by Jill Maher is attached. Thanks Jill.
Fellas, as you know The Ingleburn RSL holds a Coral / Balmoral memorial service every year in May. The Ingleburn RSL
has also supported our Association financially in many ways throughout the years. I have had the good fortune to attend all
of their Coral memorial services, and they really do a great job in remembrance of those lost in the Battles 47 years ago.
Yesterday was the first day that I have walked away from there without a drink or two under the belt and that was entirely
my fault because I am off it!!!!!!!!!
In this past year the RSL finally received the M2A2 Gun to place in their park that they had been waiting on for a very long
time and they kindly asked our own Scrubber Ahearn to unveil it. Before the service started, a very unselfish Scrubber
approached me and kindly asked me to assist him. Can you imagine my pride! I was over the moon. (Thanks mate, It was an
honour!!!!!!!!!)
So all in all, I got to lay the Association wreath after being invited to do so by John Beer, I helped Scrubber unveil the Gun,
I had my photo taken with some of my mates in front of the gun and I got to meet and shake hands with our NSW Governor
and I got to drive home safely with a blood reading of zero alcohol in my blood stream.
Thanks fellas for a wonderful day!!!!!!!!!! Kind regards, Cossie.
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